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moved by its academic splendour, associated with what is
noblest in English history, and by the soft repose of the
surrounding rural scenes. In one of his letters to Dr.
James Gregory, he speaks of the first time he was in
'Dean Gregory's house at Oxford/ when the Dean told
' the story of the watch very well to a large company of
Oxonians'; so we may infer that other visits followed in
later life. And the Oxford of his first visit was the
degenerate Oxford described by Adam Smith and Gibbon,
who were in residence a few years after. Reid is seldom
again found out of Scotland. There is no sign that he ever
visited Ireland or the Continent in his retired, sedate,
and methodical life. In this, too, he was like Kant,
who in all his eighty years is said never to have travelled
more than forty miles from his native Konigsberg. The
stay-at-home disposition common to both is not unlike
the character reflected in their books.
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